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This relates to the Notice of Allowability mailed May 18, 2006. 

The Notice includes an Examiner's Amendment labeling Figs. 9 and 10 as —PRIOR 
ART-- and a request for corrected drawings labeling Figs. 9 and 10 as such. 

As discussed with the Examiner by telephone on June 13, 2006, Figs. 9 and 10 depict the 
present inventor Hiroshi Shimizu's own work and thus are not prior art against him absent a 
statutory bar under section 102(b). There is no statutory bar under section 102(b) here because 
Mr. Shimizu's JP 2003-71650 from which Figs. 9 and 10 are derived (see pages 2-5 of the 
present specification) was published March 12, 2003, less than one year prior to the August 1, 
2003 international filing date of the present application. 
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In view of the above, the Examiner is respectfully requested to provide a Supplemental 
Notice of Allowability withdrawing the Examinees Amendment labeling Figs. 9 and 10 as 
-PRIOR ART- and withdrawing the request for corrected drawings. 

This paper provides a statement of the substance of the telephone interview between the 
undersigned and Examiner Ben on June 13, 2006. 
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